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March 6, 2005

The Honorable Christopher Cox

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security

US House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cox:

On March 2, 2005, I forwarded a letter (with attachment) to your committee regarding our concerns about issues brought to my attention regarding ICE and CBP.  My letter has stirred much controversy amongst our legacy INS members, who feel the issues presented by me unfairly portrayed them in a negative light.  This is regrettable and for that I apologize.  FLEOA does represent all of our members in ICE, regardless of which agency they previously came from.

Therefore, I felt compelled to set the record straight with your committee. My letter presented many issues to you which had been brought to my attention by many of our members over the past year.  I was led to believe that all of these issues were accurate and factual.  It has now been brought to my attention that several of these issues have been resolved and others do not accurately depict the issues at hand.  It is obvious to me that there is much debate and controversy surrounding the problems impacting ICE and CBP.  We simply would like to see the problems resolved, so that ICE and CBP can function as a cohesive law enforcement group within DHS.

FLEOA would support the merger of ICE and CBP, if your committee and Secretary Chertoff feel it is appropriate.

It should also be noted, that I have had several meetings with Mike Garcia and Asa Hutchinson on the ICE/CBP issues and they have been very receptive to FLEOA and our suggestions.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at (443) 463-5912.  

Sincerely,

Art Gordon

National President

