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Janus is the Roman god of doors,
who is regularly depicted with two
faces. The Janus metaphor is fitting since the application serves as
a doorway between the two healthcare information systems.

Janus summary screen provides comprehensive
patient information from both DoD CHCS and
VA VistA.
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Purpose

Benefits

To enable Department of Defense (DoD) and
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) providers to exchange critical patient information, a
single graphical user interface (GUI) front end
has been developed and deployed that links the
DoD Composite Health Care System (CHCS)
at Tripler Army Medical Center (TAMC) with
the Veterans Health Information Systems and
Technology Architecture (VistA) at the Veterans
Administration Pacific Islands Health Care
System (VAPIHCS) Honolulu.

• Improved patient safety by facilitating timely
clinician access to medical information
• Increased efficiency and decreased cost of
healthcare delivery
• Improved patient satisfaction via enhanced
efficiency of the clinic visit
• Improved patient safety through avoidance of
duplicate diagnostics

JANUS

Background
When DoD and VA medical facilities are
co-located on the same campus, the VA and
DoD share patients and services through sharing agreements. Since the DoD and VA operate
with two completely separate and distinct health
information systems, it is difficult for physicians
to access the patient records of a war fighter or
veteran being tracked in the other agency’s system. Consequently, providers must rely on paper
records or text-based interfaces to the appropriate
health information system.
In December 2003, the Pacific Telehealth &
Technology Hui (Hui) deployed the capability
to pull data from VAPIHCS’s VistA system and
display it via a GUI to providers at TAMC. Janus
provides a view of all major VistA data components via an intuitive graphical user interface.
The launching of second stage Janus in 2008
enabled a true “shared view” of clinical records
from CHCS and VistA for both TAMC and
VAPIHCS physicians.
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Janus generates tables and
graphs, such as this lab histogram
from VistA.

Janus has been deployed for use at Tripler Army
Medical Center and VAPIHCS Honolulu allowing DoD and VA clinicians to view CHCS/
VistA data on veterans in real-time. Janus has
gained station-wide acceptance in Honolulu and
requests for additional functionality from users
at both TAMC and the VAPIHCS is gathered
on a periodic basis and recommended changes are
incorporated into the Janus interface.

Next Steps
CHCS

JANUS architecture.

Features
• Web-based GUI
• Performs user authentication upon login
(Authenticates against the end-user’s host
system password)
• Provides read-only access to the VA VistA /
DoD CHCS production database displaying
information in real-time

VistA

• Collates and combines all VA/DoD patient
data chronologically onto single screens
(Demographics, Lab, Pharmacy, Meds,
Radiology reports, Allergies, etc)
• Built-in features for sorting and selecting tests
and information
• Lab reports available for printing. Tables and
graphs can be generated for VistA lab tests
• Requires little training and has short learning
curve

Future plans on the horizon for Janus include:
•
•
•
•
•

Development of an interface to AHLTA
Display Images from VistA PACS
Display Images from DoD PACS
Interfacility Consultation
Development of a Janus business application
that would capture patient referrals and
authorizations for charge-master-based billing

About the Pacific Telehealth
& Technology Hui
The Pacific Telehealth & Technology Hui was formed
in 1999 with the encouragement and support of U.S.
Senator Daniel K. Inouye as the first joint DoD/VA
telehealth partnership. The Hui fosters telehealth
and technology research using funds provided in DoD
appropriations for the Hawaii Federal Health Care
Network and other DoD funding lines. In 2005,
the Hui re-aligned its DoD sponsor from TAMC
to the Medical Research and Materiel Command
(MRMC) subordinate
organization—TATRC
(Telemedicine and
Advanced Technology
Research Center) at Fort
Detrick, Maryland.
An ongoing mission of
the Hui is to expand on its history of healthcare data
systems interoperability work to develop programs,
projects and research to benefit VA/DoD Joint Venture
activities.
Hui projects include: data interoperability projects
to enhance data exchange between TAMC and VA
Honolulu; data warehousing to extract clinical information and develop clinical interventions utilizing
DoD and VA data; establishing telehealth services and
technology support to American Samoa; and execution
of DoD unique projects generating benefits for federal
beneficiaries.
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