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May 4, 2005

The Honorable David M. Walker

Comptroller General

U.S. Government Accountability Office

441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Mr. Walker:

HENRY A. WAXMAN, CALIFORNIA,
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

TOM LANTOS, CALIFORNIA

MAJOR R. OWENS, NEW YORK

EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK

PAUL E. KANJORSKI, PENNSYLVANIA

CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK

ELMAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND

DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO

DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS

Wm. LACY CLAY, MISSOURI

DIANE E. WATSON, CALIFORNIA

STEPHEN F. LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND

LINDA T. SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA

C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER,
MARYLAND

BRIAN HIGGINS, NEW YORK

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

BERNARD SANDERS, VERMONT,
INDEPENDENT

In recent years, government agencies, both inside and outside of Washington D.C., have had their
operations disrupted due to natural disasters, fires, and other threats to health and safety. Such
disruptions in government operations can hinder an agency’s ability to effectively serve the public,
other government entities, and private sector organizations, all of whom depend on the consistency
of government services. Because dealing with such disruptions requires careful planning and
preparation, executive branch departments and agencies are required by Presidential directive to
prepare continuity of operations plans.

On April 28, 2005, the Committee on Government Reform held its second hearing on the status of
COOP planning in the federal government. Based on updated information we received at the
hearing, including the results of GAQ’s survey of agencies’ progress, we remain concerned that
many agencies are not adequately prepared to continue providing vital services during emergencies.
Therefore, I request your continued assistance with the Committee’s ongoing oversight of this issue.
Specifically, I am asking that GAO conduct an assessment of the extent to which major federal
agencies are properly preparing their respective alternate facilities for performing essential
functions during emergencies and an update on agencies’ progress in implementing FEMA
guidance on telework for continuity purposes.

Sincerely,

e

Tom Davis
Chairman

cc: The Honorable Henry A. Waxman, Ranking Minority Member




