@Congress of the United States
MWashington, BC 20515

December 19, 2007

The Honorable Robert Gates
The Secretary of Defense
Room: 3E880

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary,

For each of the last two years, the United States Air Force (USAF) has not funded any C-
175 in the President’s budget submission. USAF leaders have expressed concerns during
recent Congressional hearings regarding their inability to procure additional C-17s and
have asked the House of Representative to add funding for C-17s during the
appropriations process. While this approach was successful last year and may work again
this year, there is widespread dissatisfaction in the House with this strategy. We instead
are strongly urging that the USAF and DoD fully fund C-17 production in their FY 09
budget submission.

Failure to fund the C-17 will mean the loss of over 30,000 jobs in the U.S., loss of the
nation’s large military airplane industrial base, and will result in our loss of leadership in
this area to Europe. Reopening the C-17 production line, if the DoD discovers it needs
additional C-17s in the future, will cost billions and take years.

The USAF and DoD must continue to fund C-17s until all of the Department’s on-going
and planned airlift studies are complete and requirements are understood. We strongly
urge you to fully fund 15 C-17s in the FY 09 budget submission. The approach used in
the last two years — no funds but a last minute appeal to the Congress — will result in a
strong negative response.

We need your commitment that you will do all you can to fund C-17 in the FY09 budget.
We also request that if you cannot fully fund C-17s, additional aircraft must at least be at
the top of your unfunded priority list at number one. The C-17 line is truly on the verge
of shutting down — this would be a terrible outcome for the DoD and the nation.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.
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