UNITED STATES OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT
Washington, DC 20415

The Director

February 12, 2009

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF AGENCIES AND DEPARTMENTS AND

CHIEF HUMAN CAPITAL OFFICERS -
FROM: KATHIE ANN WHIPPLE W/ﬂ/
ACTING DIRECTOR
SUBJECT: Governmentwide Direct-Hire Appointing Authority

The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) has approved Direct-Hire Authority
(DHA) governmentwide for Veterinarian Medical Officer (VMO) positions at the GS-
701-11/15 grade levels nationwide.

OPM has determined there exists a severe shortage of candidates for VMO positions
under the requirements in 5 CFR 337.204. OPM’s justification is based on the following
supporting evidence:

(1) The results of workforce planning and analysis. In the course of regular
assessments of their veterinarian workforces for routine program activities, four of the
five agencies that employ veterinarians—USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Services (APHIS), Food Safety and Inspection (FSIS), and Agricultural Research Service
(ARS), and the Department of the Army--have identified existing or potential shortages
of individuals to fill VMO positions.

e ARS veterinarians research critical endemic and foreign animal diseases. In FY
2008, ARS fell short of its VMO employment goal (filled 57 out of 65 vacancies).
They have experienced similar shortages throughout the past 5 years.

e Army reports that it has filled its 446 authorized active-duty veterinarian
positions, but that its veterinarian reserve corps is not at full strength. In 2008,
Army was 12% short in its reserve positions. The reserve veterinarians commit to
part-time training and to full time deployment when needed.

e FSIS veterinarians inspect animals at slaughter plants to help ensure the safety of
meat and poultry products, and oversee the humane treatment of animals during
slaughter. FSIS officials say they have never been fully staffed. It currently has a
goal of hiring 1,134 employees to carry out its mission of ensuring the safety of
meat and poultry products. As of the end of FY 2008, they hired 968 VMOs, but
were still experiencing a 15% shortage.

e APHIS veterinarians protect the health of American livestock and poultry during
production. APHIS predicts 30% of its veterinarians will be eligible to retire by
the end of FY 2011.
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